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Is There a Standard?
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“That’s your opinion.” “Who are you to tell me what to do?” “Who
is to say is right or wrong?” “I see nothing wrong with it.” Have
we not heard or said such statements as these in the past? | am afraid we
all have. The common theme in these statements is selfishness resulting
in the abandonment of a standard of rule or authority in our lives.

This attitude is prevalent in our society. This is because many
people either deny God’s existence (atheism), or they justify what they
do by reasoning: “God wants it this way. He wants me to be happy.”
Either extreme is spiritually fatal, and in either case, we have taken God
off His throne and set ourselves up as king of our lives! The effect is the
same because if we deny God’s existence, we have no objective standard
for life. If we justify our actions based upon what we want, God is
rendered impotent in our lives. In such a case, while the person may
profess faith in God’s existence, they allow Him no power, or control, or
rule in their lives as He needs to have. This attitude has been with us for
many years, and it leads to ruin (Zeph. 1:12; Lk. 6:46).

Is there an objective standard for us? The answer is, “Yes.” Just as
we have a standard in this nation concerning what is legal and illegal, so
also we have a standard for our lives that has been given by God. In fact
God’s standard transcends all others (Acts 5:29), for this standard is the
one God will use for judging us one day (Jn. 12:48).

No man is a law unto himself. He is expected to comply with the
revealed word of God. God’s word is inspired, with the ability to furnish
us “completely to all good works” (Il Tim. 3:16-17). In other words, if a
word or deed is not authorized of God, then it is not a good work!
Regardless of how many might say they think it is a good work, it is not
considered “good” unless God has authorized it within His word!

Further, this same word is alive and powerful (Heb. 4:12). It can
“pierce” through hearts and can “discern” even the “thoughts and
intents of the heart.” No other book has this kind of power! In fact,
Romans 1:16-17 reveals that God’s word has the power to save. This is
true power — power to show folks the truth and to lead them to salvation



before it is everlastingly too late. Yes, this is the standard, for no other
book reveals what is necessary to be saved.

This same word provides wisdom, and is itself wisdom. When we
consider what David said about the word of God, we gain a greater
appreciation of what it means to possess a book which produces wisdom.
He said, “Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than
mine enemies: for they are ever with me. | have more understanding than
all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. | understand
more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts” (Ps. 119:98-100).
Friend, 1 do not care who you are, how many colleges you have attended,
or the degrees you may hold. No one is truly educated if he does not
have a knowledge of the Bible! Yes, there is a standard, and this standard
is available to the “PhD”, to the “ditch-digger”, to the young, to the old,
and everyone in-between. God’s word will make us all better people, a
people who are preparing for an eternity in Heaven.

God’s word is also called “seed” (Lk. 8:11). This seed, when
allowed to germinate in the “honest and good heart” (LK. 8:15) will
produce good fruit. We can be saved from our sin, and then continue to
live faithfully to God (Rev. 2:10). Jesus also told His disciples to abide
in Him so we can produce much fruit (Jn. 15:4-5). In the production of
this fruit, we grow spiritually, and strengthen our relationship to God. By
bearing spiritual fruit, we can lead others to Christ as well.

Yes, we have an objective standard in life, and we need to respect it
and obey it. The standard is not our thoughts, or experiences; it is the
revealed word of God! Yes, the will of the God of Heaven who loves us,
who redeemed us, and who wants us to be in Heaven one day with Him
for eternity. The question is will we accept that standard? Will we follow
the standard and submit to it? Too many people are rejecting this
standard for selfish interests. We will answer for that if we do not repent.
Therefore, let us make sure that we simply do what the Lord says (Rev.
22:14). Follow the revealed word of God so that we may see Heaven one
day.
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“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of
God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17).



News and Notes

*A list for the 2009 last Sunday night singings at members’” homes, along
with the Lord’s supper preparation duties, is posted in the back. Please
help us fill the lists soon.

*There is a desk and a pulpit base in the resource room. If you are interested
in either piece of furniture, then please let the elders know. There is also a
typewriter, transparency projector, and old song books.

Members:

* Mary Burnett died last Sunday and was buried Friday.

* Connie Cobern’s gout is acting up in her foot again.

* Geneva Copelin had gall bladder surgery Friday and is back home.

* Metty Fain remains in Highland Manor Nursing Home; Room B2; 215
Highland Circle Dr; Portland, TN 37148.

* Estelle Hayes is getting cortisone shots this week for pain in her legs.
* Nancy Read has regained her sight in her left eye.
Friends and Family:

* Neal Williams, father of Randy Williams who moved from here last year to
be with his father in AR, died Friday. He would have been 90 on 1/29. The
family sends their love to all here.

Absent: None known.
New Reports: Arrigo Corazza (Pisa, ltaly).

“You who fear the LORD, trust in the
LORD,; He is their help and their shield.” —
Psalm 115:11




