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The String Helps Fly the Kite

L.R. Hester

The story is told of a boy cutting the string of his kite to see how high it
would fly without the string to hold it down. To the boy’s disappointment it fell
to the ground, and he learned from the experience that the string does not hold
the kite down but helps it to fly.

Children often think of parental restrictions as the boy thought of the kite
string. They feel that their happiness and success is greatly hindered by the
parent’s prohibitions, and some become so determined that they cut the string
much to their own hurt. This is exactly what the younger son of Luke 15:11-32
did. “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction
shall drive it far from him” (Prov 22:15). Both children and parents often have
difficulty in believing this, and many parents apparently think that it just
doesn’t apply to their children. But it applies to all children in every generation.
Children do not understand the sinfulness of sin nor its far-reaching effects in
bringing sorrow and destruction to the soul. It is the God-given duty of parents
to bring their children up in the admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4), and this
calls for restrictions and prohibitions that the normal child will not for a time
fully appreciate. Proper parental restrictions keep children from doing what
they want to do many times. They keep them from dancing, smoking, indecent
exposure of the body, and many other practices of the world; but they do not
prevent true happiness and success. The parent who cuts the string that his or
her child might fly high in the world may some day see that child fall to the
very depth of the eternal abyss.

But the moral of the story goes still further. The prince of this world has so
influenced the minds of humanity that many think God’s limitations forbid
happiness and success of those who respect them. As children think their
parents are too old-fashioned and unlearned to know what is best for them, so
many suggest by their disregard for divine counsel that they actually question
the Maker’s ability to safeguard and lead them in the way of success. Satan
convinced Mother Eve that the divine limitations stood in her way and that she
could break them without suffering. The younger son in the parable of Luke
15:11-32 represents the children of God who break the string of divine
restrictions and learn the hard way that they cannot fly without it.

Many being convinced of Satan that the law of Christ is too narrow for
success, never obey the gospel. Others find the cost of discipleship in Christ
greater than they are willing to pay and cut the string that they might fly with
the world, and thus destroy their only avenue of happiness both in this life and




in eternity. Some profess faithfulness but at the same time find the requirements
for true faithfulness too hard to meet; and if there are any of us who never feel
that we must violate the Lord’s law at some point or another, the number is
exceedingly small.

We all need to be often reminded of the Father’s love for us, and of the all-
sufficiency of His plan for us. The narrow way is not too narrow for our own
good, and we cannot prosper finally and ultimately beyond its limitations. “O
Lord, | know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). “There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). “Good
understanding giveth favor: but the way of transgressors is hard” (Prov.
13:14).

But men not only transgress divine law in pursuit of personal attainments,
but many do so in their attempt to convert the world to that very law or to
succeed in executing some special requirement of the same. Within the church
today there are those who will not hold to the New Testament pattern in their
attempt to carry out the mission of the church. Many brethren acknowledge
their understanding of the apostolic procedure in congregational benevolence
and evangelism but continue to insist that it is better to cooperate jointly
through the sponsoring church and to have church-supported benevolent
institutions of human origin through which to do the benevolent work of the
church. Thus they deny (without admitting it) the all-sufficiency of the divine
organization — the local church — to do the work God organized and
commissioned it to do. As brother Bryan Vinson, Sr., said: “If the church can
do what God intended it to do, then no justification can be established for man
creating his own instrumentality and agent to perform this work. The fact of
doing so is within itself a denial of one’s faith in the competency of the Divine
Arrangement as identified with the church. But if the church as the Lord made
it is capable of doing what He wants it to do, then no reason under heaven
exists for the church to support another institution to do its work for it.” Cutting
the string of New Testament authority can never exalt the cause of Christ. The
law of the Lord (even the prohibition to go beyond its limitations) has never
held the church down; it is the very thing that holds it up and gives it growth.
But some say: “Behold the progress being made.” The advocates of the
Missionary Society in the last century said the same thing. They thought their
human invention had cut the string that had been holding the church down and
that it was then flying high, but we know (and the faithful knew then) that what
they called success was in reality failure. So it is today. Many do see what is
being done today by the advocates of the sponsoring church, the church-
supported institutional homes for the fatherless and aged, church-sponsored and
supported recreation, entertainment, etc. And what they see is very sad — it is
the formation of a new denomination and the dividing asunder of congregations
throughout the brotherhood. Brethren, just behold what you are doing!



News and Notes

When possible, we will be putting the questions for the adult classes on the
website. Anyone can download them any time they may need them. Both the
present Sunday morning and Wednesday night questions will be there soon.

Members:

* Note from Saundra Boyd: “Thanks for remembering my mother Peggy
Ridings on her 85th birthday. She received sixty-seven cards from friends
and saints. Opening mail is her daily enjoyment.”

* Mary Burnett is staying in bed nearly all the time now.

* Metty Fain remains in Highland Manor Nursing Home; Room B2; 215
Highland Circle Dr; Portland, TN 37148.

= Katie Greene is home with a bad cold.

* The Holt family placed membership with us last week. Here is their info:
*Jerry -------- 2-21 1050 Willow Park Circle
*Cecilia -----11-18 Hendersonville, TN 37075
Whitney ----- 9-1 826-3695 theholts@pngusa.net

* Fran Pickens is not doing well.
Friends and Family:

* Sandlyn Fultz is doing well after her trip to NC. For updates go to
www.caringbridge.org/visit/nathanandsandlyn.

Absent: Pat Richards (IN).
New Reports: Gary Hunt (NY).

“He has sent redemption to His people; He
has ordained His covenant forever; holy and
awesome is His name.” — Psalm 111:9




