
TODAY 

10 AM Sermon – Troy N: “Zeal 
for Your House” 

5 PM  – Elders and deacons 

6 PM Reading – 3 John 

6 PM Sermon – Troy N: 3 Men 
in 3 John 

After PM Service – Up front for 
work assignments. 

 WEDNESDAY 

Reading – Philippians 2:1-4 

  

MEAL COORDINATOR: 
Terri Johnson….672-8513 

NEEDS TO SERVE: 
Sign up sheet in back hallway 
for hosting singings and 
preparing the Lord’s Supper. 

Sunday AM  
Announce ... Walter B. 

Singing ....... Ken H. 

1st Prayer ... Ray M. 

Talk ............ David B. 

Table .......... Robert J. 

2nd Prayer .. Preston M.   

Sunday PM 
Singing ....... David B. 

1st Prayer ... Jerry J.  
Table .......... Ken H. 

Reading ...... Ian C.  
2nd Prayer .. Ray M. 

Wednesday 
Reading ...... Preston M.  
Singing ....... Ian C. 

1st Prayer ... David B. 
Talk ............ Earl L. 

2nd Prayer .. Chris G. 

Lakeview church of Christ 
132 New Shackle Island Road 
P.O. Box 514 
Hendersonville, TN    37077 

 

ELDERS 
 Walter Boyd ..... 452-6762 

 Earl Lanning .... 822-4818  

DEACONS 
 David Bansemer 824-5819 

 Ray Moore ......... 822-1283 

 Troy Nicholson .. 338-4657  

PREACHER 
 Troy Nicholson .. 338-4657 

troyjenn@bellsouth.net 

Sunday: 
 ~ Bible class .... 9 AM 

 ~ Worship ...... 10 AM 

 ~ Worship ......... 6 PM 

Wednesday: 
 ~ Bible study .... 7 PM 

Building: 824-1376 

www.BibleSaints.com 

Bible Call: 824-1310 

ñYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.ò ï Psalm 119:105  

Aug 10                     2008 

Troy Nicholson 

The Priority of Prayer  

This past week I was talking to someone about something I was 

working on for the church.  They made a passing comment like, ñI know 

you are praying about it,ò and I realized that for some reason I had not 

thought to do so.  The next day I was reading an article on parenting that 

asked, ñWhat parent goes to bed without praying for his/her children?ò  I 

had to hang my head in shame as I admitted to myself that I was often 

that parent.  In fact, I normally fall asleep as soon as my head hits the 

pillow and before I even think of closing the day by talking to God.  My 

guess is that I am not alone. 

How much of a priority do you make prayer?  Jesus made it a 

priority in His life.  We know of at least once when He stayed up all 

night to pray (Luke 6:12) and another time when He got up in the 

morning ña long while before daylightò to pray (Mark 1:35).  Paul said 

to ñpray without ceasingò (1 Thessalonians 5:17)?  That makes prayer 

sound pretty important.  Do you pray that regularly and consistently?  If 

not, then why not? 

Do you not make prayer a priority because of a lack of faith in its 

power?  Jesus said, ñAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 

openedò (Matthew 7:7-8).  Jesusô statement is not an unconditional 

promise.  John elaborated on the point when he wrote, ñThis is the 

confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we 

ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from 

Himò (1 John 5:14-15).  If you truly believe in the power of prayer, then 

how can you not make it a priority in your life? 

Paul was constantly praying for others (Colossians 1:3) or asking 

others to pray for him (2 Thessalonians 3:1) because he understood its 

importance.  He made it a priority in his life.  Is it any wonder, then, that 

he had such a great relationship with God and remained faithful to Him 

through the worst of trials (2 Corinthians 11:23-28)?  The same can be 

true of you when you make prayer a priority in your life. 



A recent article in the Tennessean dealt with the issue of men and 

church (ñMinistries use retreats, feasts to attract more men to church,ò 8-

2-08).  It stated that ñwomen outnumber men in every major Christian 

denomination in the U.S.ò by as much as 20%. 

How should we deal with such a discrepancy?  One local church 

does it by hosting an annual ñWild Beast Feastò to attract men.  Another 

group organizes retreats for men.  An author says we need to infuse 

ñadventure, challenge, boldness, competition, hands-on communication, 

ferocity, and funò into church life.  A church in Texas even designed its 

building to appeal to men - stone floor, hunter green and amber décor,  

and rustic-beam ceilings, along with woodsy scenes on its website. 

How did God say to attract unfaithful men?  In Luke 16 we find the 

account of the rich man and Lazarus.  When the rich man died and found 

himself in torment, he was concerned about the fate of his five brothers.  

He begged Abraham to send dead Lazarus ñin order that he may warn 

them, so that they will not also come to this place of tormentò (:28), 

because ñif someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent!ò (:30).  Did Abraham say, ñWeôll plan a Wild Beast Feast for 

them,ò or, ñWeôll change the d®cor in the templeò?  No, instead he said, 

ñThey have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear theméIf they do not 

listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if 

someone rises from the deadò (:29, 31).  If we want to attract men, or 

anyone else, then the word of God needs to be the attractant.   

Another question for consideration though, men, is are we all that 

we ought to be?  What is most important in your life?  Is it seeking first 

the kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33)?  Without answering that question 

with words, others - especially your wife and children - know the answer 

by how you live your life.  If your words contradict your life, which do 

you think they will believe?  Peter said that without a word we can have 

more of an influence than we can with words (1 Peter 3:1). 

One church administrator said, ñI donôt know what woman wouldnôt 

be excited if her husband showed more interest in coming to church... 

When a manôs life is changed, he becomes a more effective father and 

loving husband.ò  Men, do you need to become a better husband and 

father by becoming a better Christian?  Let your love for your God and 

your Savior, along with your love for your family, be all the motivation 

you need to be faithful and fruitful in Godôs service. 

Troy Nicholson 

Men and Church  News and Notes 
* Updated 2008 directories will be printed this week.  Please let Troy know 

of any changes that need to be made. 

Members: 

* Virginia Bryant is still having trouble with her hip. 

* Mary Burnett remains at home on Hospice care. 

* Metty Fain remains in Highland Manor Nursing Home; Room B2; 215 
Highland Circle Dr; Portland, TN  37148. 

* Cotton Read had another skin cancer removed from his hand this past 
week. 

* Ame White is having a lot of pain in her knee. 

Friends and Family: 

* Judy Jones, a friend of the Nicholson family, has requested prayers for 
her and her husband’s grown children who “are going through life 
changing decisions right now. One in particular is very serious.” 

* Steven Nicholson, Troy’s brother, was joined in marriage to Sarah Gwin 
this past Friday .  Please keep their marriage in your prayers. 

* Barbara Riccard, Dave Bansemer’s sister, has a very fast growing type 
of breast cancer that will require a double mastectomy, chemo, and 
radiation.  They won't know the prognosis until they do the surgery and 
determine if the cancer is in the lymph nodes. They will be treating this 
very aggressively. Surgery will be scheduled ASAP. 

Absent: None known. 

New Reports: None known. 

ñHelp me, O LORD my God; save me 

according to Your lovingkindness.  And let 

them know that this is Your hand; You, 

LORD, have done it.ò ï Psalm 109:26-27 

 

 
 


