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“Be Ye Thankful” 
Alex Ogden 

Parents give their children chores to do for a variety of reasons. It is mainly a way for us as parents to 

teach our children about responsibility. It is also a way of distributing the load among the family members so 

no one member (usually Mom) is stuck with the whole load. 

My wife Pat recently prepared a very detailed list of chores which needed to be done around the house. 

To encourage the kids to do their jobs without complaint she compiled the following list of things for which 

to be thankful and insisted each child read over the list before beginning their work. After seeing the list, I 

thought it was worth sharing here. It shows that another lesson we can teach our children while doing chores 

is about being thankful to the Lord for all the rich blessings He has given us. With only minor revisions here 

is what she wrote: 

Before you start to grumble and make excuses for not working, think about the following: 

• Thank God for the trash. It represents a number of blessings He gave us this week (milk to drink, 

food to eat). Food scraps represent our over abundance to the point of having leftovers to throw out. Tags off 

of new clothes we bought. Newspapers we enjoy reading (thank God you can read and even see). Drier lint —

yes, drier lint! I’m thankful for having a drier and washer to use. I haven’t forgotten the hassle of not having 

one so be thankful. 

• When you pick up your clothes, thank God that you have so many from which to choose. 

• When you make your beds, thank God that you have the comfort of a soft mattress and enough 

blankets. 

• When you vacuum, thank God for carpet instead of hardwood floors which would need mopping too 

and thank Him for that vacuum cleaner. It beats sweeping! 

• When you clean out a chair, thank God that we have such comfortable chairs to use. 

• When you clean a spot out of the carpet, thank God for the food or drink that you enjoyed that caused 

the spot in the first place. 

• When you pick up shoes and socks, thank God that you have so many pair. 

• When you dust, thank God for the tables that you rest your feet on in the evenings and the 

knickknacks that make our home pleasant to look at. Think how drab it would be with nothing to decorate. 

• When you clean the toilet, thank God for indoor plumbing. Believe me, it’s a blessing! If you’ve been 

in a port-a-john, you know what I mean. 

• When you clean the tub, thank God for running water and soap. 



• When you get tired, thank God for your health that you have ability to work and play and rest. 

• When you pass by your brother or sister, thank God for them and their ability to help so you don’t 

have to work alone. 

• When you put away Dad’s things, thank God for a father who loves you so, who is there for you, who 

is ahead of you on life’s road and can tell you what’s coming your way. Thank God for a dad that cares for 

your soul. 

• When you pass me, thank God for me because you have a mom who loves you more than you could 

possibly understand (until you have children of your own), who prays for wisdom to raise you and guide 

you, who prays for your soul to be saved from evil, who prays that I’ve done enough right to give you what 

you need to survive this troubled world and make the choices that will save you in the end. 

• Each of you clean one mirror in the house, and as you do see yourself, thank God that you are 

wonderfully made, that you are healthy, intelligent, etc. That you have so much, that you have no 

deformities. 

• Every time you bend, move, pickup something etc., thank God that you can (some are too ill to do 

even that right now). 

• Smile as you work, and remember that from the day you were born till you ride in a hearse, no matter 

what happens in life it could always be worse. 



Preacher’s point – While this list was complied mainly for children, the points are good for all of us to 

remember.  Most of the responsibilities we have to fulfill come as a result of blessings we have received.  

“In everything give thanks” (1 Thes 5:18a) – even chores! 

 
 
 

 

“As the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward 

those who fear Him.” – Psalm 103:11 
 
 
 

 

  



Family News 
Neil Cobern’s mother died in Ohio this past Thursday.  The funeral is today. 

John Dukes, a former member here, had successful back surgery last Monday.  He will be off work at least 15 
days.  His address is 4194 Turner's Bend; Millersville, TN; 37072; johndukes@bellsouth.net.  

Elmo Ferrell remains in room 101-A at NHC.  He mostly sleeps. 

Go to www.caringbridge.org/visit/nathanandsandlyn for the latest on the Fultz family. 

James Hunt is still in room 8137 at Centennial. 

Mildred Lancaster is now worshipping elsewhere and is no longer considered a member here. 

Allen and Cindi Malone are now worshipping elsewhere and are no longer considered members here. 

Cynthia Mangrum, Ame White’s sister-in-law, died last week. Her funeral will be tomorrow in Fairview. 

Cotton Read had a bad reaction to some new medicine and is back on his old medicine. 

Laura Reed remains at her granddaughter’s house at 1975 Shell Rd, phone number 826-1774. 

Jessica Stubblefield is still missing. 
 
Out of town, traveling, or visiting:  Connie Cobern (OH).  Remember all who will be traveling this holiday 
week. 

New Reports from men we support: Edward Rangel (Puerto Rico). 
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18). 
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