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Hitting All the Red Lights

Mitchell Stevens

Isn’t it fascinating when you're in a hurry to getmewhere, more obstacles inevitably get in yowywa
was contemplating this last Monday while tryingniake a lunch appointment, finding myself waitinghet
fourth red light to have stopped me in traffic. 8dly met this fellow | was joining once before dainhated
to be even a few minutes late. By the time | hashldidocked by my sixth red light in a row, | wagimming
to formulate my excuse. “Sorry, man. | was stoppg@very red light.”"How could he argue with that? |
was held back by forces completely out of my cdntfanly construction zones, bad drivers, and cay's
fuel level would have more consideration for my éerl urgent deadlines! Well, if my friend said aryth
I'd be ready with the old “Traffic” trump card.

“Now, wait a minute,” | then said to myself. “What’eally put me behind on my plans — these reddigh
or that second cup of coffee? This truck blockimg ihside lane, or that third time checking e-rnratead of
finding an ironed shirt?” And so my pesky consceeracquitted Memphis traffic and settled the blame
uncomfortably back in my own lap.

How often do we absolve ourselves of all respohsibior failing to meet our obligations by citing
forces that are truly out of our control? Upon eloexamination, don’t our choices in some way tept
have more to do with our setbacks than we firstigiffim sorry we can’t make it to worship. We'veaén
sick all weekend.” We missed you last weekend, ban, of course, “We were out of town for the hald
weekend.” And the week before? “Well, | had beearamrked and really needed some sleep.” Sorry & he
that. How about the week before? “You know — Susday the only days | really have to recover.”

Truly, sickness happens and holidays are welcomedrtunities to get away. But is it the fault oéte
things alone that have led to a habit-cultivatingnth of non-attendance to the service of God arsl Hi
saints? Where does God really fall in the plansmwaike? Does each day begin withthe Lord wills...”
(Jas. 4:13-15)? What would change if such words were more of at?abn Wednesday evenings can we
say, “If the Lord wills, I'll take two Sudafed ampb to bed”?

Who can criticize a fever? Who would frown at a #gnouting? Sometimes these things mount up like
red lights on a road we’re in a hurry to get doBnt the weight of the obstacles can be lessenethéy
choices we make before they come. Shall the unptelbte absences from the saints form the exception
reinforce the general rule?

“Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as unwist, as wise, making the most of your time, because
the days are evil'(Eph. 5:15-16). “Not forsaking our own assembling together, ashie habit of some, but
encouraging one another(Heb. 10:25).



Lesson to Be Learned
Ron Adams

Simon Says... The children's game “Simon Says” is an activityewdin there is a group leader, and he
says, “Simon says jump.” Then you're supposed fiagpjuBut if he just says “jump” without prefacingwith
“Simon Says,” then you're “out.” And if you do soth#g other than jump, you are “out.” An interestin
game that is used to train one to pay attentiont@rollow orders.

The Bible Says... Similarly, in the game of life when the words “tBéle says” preface a command or
order one needs to obey. But if the words “the @ikdhys” do not precede a religious belief, command,
directive one must refrain from following it. If erdoes he will be “out.”

“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, dide not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name
cast out demons, and in Your name perform manyctesa’ And then | will declare to them, ‘I neverekn
you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessijessruled by law; contrary to law]T' herefore everyone
who hears these words of Mine and acts on them omaympared to a wise man who built his houséen t
rock.” Matthew 7:22-24

Harsh words? No! They are the words of a lovingi&@aspoken to keep you from being counted “out.”

“The LORD will not abandon His people, nor will Hersake His
inheritance.”—Psalm 94:14



Family News

Sydney Elizabeth Bansemer, Jill and Eric’s baby, remains at Vanderbilt.

Mary Burnett has had another good week.

Betty Chapman was baptized into Christ two Wednesdays ago! We rejoice. The next moming she had major
surgery to remove a tumor and her left lung. We rejoice that the surgery was successful. Her address is: 107
Sumner Meadows Ln., Hendersonville TN 37075

Arrigo Corazza, who we help support, has thrombosis to his left eye.

Metty Fain is in Room B2, 215 Highland Circle Dr, Portland TN  37148.

Elmo Ferrell test results show no signs of cancer.

Barry Fultz is scheduled for major surgery on January 10,

Estelle Hayes has lost three cousins recently.

Sandra Hunt has several health problems. She remains in a great amount of pain. She also fainted recently:
unknown cause.

Candy Jenkins has been sick this past week.

Cindi Malone was sick this past week, but is much better. Allen arrived safely home Wednesday night. Remember the
Christians in Vietnam.

Patti Parham, Walter Boyd’s niece-in-law, has advanced colon cancer.
Fran Pickens is not doing any better, but is not any worse.

Cotton Read has had a better week.

Laura Reed has arthritis in her back. Itis worse.

Georgia Taylor may be a little better. She enjoys visitors.

Ame White remains about the same.

Robert Wray continues to have dizzy spells daily.

Hew 2z Fred Newman.

Gt of ton, avetlyy, o~ winttip; Bansemers (KY).
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18).


http://www.biblesaints.com/
mailto:troyjenn@bellsouth.net

