The Lakeview Lamp

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to natip” - Psalm 119:105
April 11, 2006

Just Who Is Serving Whom?
Rick Liggin
It is not uncommon for us in churches of Christdter to our regular worship periods as “worship/ises”
—and | personally do not have a problem with tAamittedly, it is not a Biblical expression; thaseno place in
Scripture where an assembly of saints is called@ship service.” But tlo believe that the phraskesexpress

a Biblical concept. When the church assembled itsgether for worship, it does offer up a sericesod! We
do serve God in our worship! And so, the point otaiticle is not to oppose the use of this legitenzhrase.

My concern is that some of us have developed a gvudew about the “worship services.” In fact, there
real sense in which, | fear, that some of us hatteg things completely inverted or turned around!

You see, when we normally think of “services,” wnk of buying the services of some company omigki
advantage of (using) theervicesoffered by some institution. The point is that whee speak of “services,” we
most often think of services rendetedus.And that's where my concern is raised.

| am afraid that some of us have come to thinkwdrship services” as a time of worship whee are
served! Now, it's not that we think that we are worshigp&/e know better than that! But the point is, &ife
that some of us get the aim of the “worship sew/igeverted in our minds: we begin to think of wirs services
as being something designed to serve us! And fdtieg’s just not the case!

“Worship services” are not designed to serve us,are they designed to provide us with some kind of
“service.” Sure, we will be edified if we worshipo@ according to His design and instructions; bist phimarily
is a by-product of our “worship services.” We ngéedinderstand that worship is not something thaphas to
us! It's something that happens to God, somethiaglovto Him!We serve Him in our “worship services” — not
the other way around! And yet, this seems to bedie circulating in the minds of some.

Too many seem to be satisfied to come to “worshipises” just to sit there and “let it happen”! Vhsee
worship as a kind of “spectator sport,” which igpgased to do something for them. If you don't thihis is so,
just listen to how many folks complain about “nettgng anything out of it.”

Don’'t you dare look at the worship period as a tinfeen you come to be “serviced” or served in sorag.w
Worship to God is not a “spectator sport”! It's sotnething that happens to us! It's something weodsod! We
must never forggust who is serving whomvhen it comes to worship. In our “worship servitege serve God!
And that, folks, takes energy and activity and aealparticipation on the part of all those who rolap be
worshipping.

Make no mistake about it: God is looking for truershippers — spiritual people who will worship Hfin
spirit and in truth” John 4:23-24). If you're looking for a church where the worstgprvices somehow serve
you, then you’ll need to go find another church.w¥Because in the church of our Lord, the “worsd@pvices”
are for serving God, not ourselves!



Did Jesus Walk on Water or Ice?
Troy Nicholson

Matthew 14 tells us that Jesus walked on water. The lassstei of thelournal of Paleolimnologgays that He
may have walked on ice.

A scientist claims that the Sea of Galilee may hhad hard-to-see patches of ice on it at the tifnéesus,
allowing Him to merely appear to walk on water whikally walking on ice. He said that during timeet period when
Jesus lived, such “spring ice” may have formed anary 30 to 60 years.

According to this scientist’s “research,” the dides had a one in 11,000 to 22,000 chance (basé#teamumber
of days in 30 to 60 years) of being on the seayhtrihat had the patches of ice in the water, hag just happened to
be on it that night. Even after sailifig considerable distance(:24) on the sea with ice patches, they must not have
noticed the ice — for they never mentioned it grossible explanation for what they saw Jesus diso,Alesus was
somehow able to step on “hard-to-see patches bfriom the shore all the way out to their boat,rmdpso in a way
that made it look like He was walking on wate#6). Peter just happened to step out of the b@8) bnto a patch of
ice — without realizing that was what he did. Thenmust have stepped off a patch when he begsimkd;30) —
again without realizing there was ice on the séasus, while standing on a patch of ice, was abiegdch down and
pull Peter up out of the water and get him badk&oboat (31-32).

This scientist nearly two thousand years lateedsling people to conclude that all the above reqeénts were in
place for Jesus to be able to fool the disciplEse disciples who witnessed the account conclutiedly You are the
Son of God"(:33). Which really takes the greater faith to belizve

“I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever; witny mouth | will make
your faithfulness known through all generationsPsalm 89:1



Family News

Neil Barker, Sandy Heyboer’s father, was admitted to Williamson Medical Center last night. He was placed on
oxygen because his blood oxygen level was low. He also has a low sodium level.

Linda Clark, James Fuller's mother, has very severe breathing problems.

Elmo Ferrell has a bad back and has been in pain this past week.

Sandra Hunt continues to have a high pain level in her right shoulder and arm. She should get blood test results
this Friday.

Candy Jenkins has had bronchitis this past week. She is still not fully recovered, but is much improved.

John Jenkins, Robert’s father, has lung cancer. He remains about the same.

Ruth Kelly, who used to be a member here, has cancer in several major organs. She is not any better and the
outlook is not good.

Harvey Nicholson, Troy’s father, had by-pass surgery for five blockages Friday at Maury Regional Hospital in
Columbia. He is doing well.

Fran Pickens has a lot of knee pain.

Helen Pye, who used to be a member here, is now in NHC across from Hendersonville Hospital. She will be there
for about two more weeks.

Laura Reed continues to be about the same.

Georgia Taylor continues to have many health problems.

Ame White continues to be about the same.

Robert Wray’s eyesight continues to deteriorate.

Michael Zoladz, Joyce Werner's 46-year-old nephew, has brain cancer. His pain is being effectively controlled with
pain medicine. He now loses his balance easily, and, therefore, cannot walk very well.

Out of town, traveling, or visiting: Sandy Heyboer
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18).
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