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The Truth About Success

Troy Nicholson

| recently read in a deer hunting magazine anlaréatitled “The Truth About Deer Hunting Success,”
by Don Mulligan. In it he said, “If a deer huntiwesn’t have some groveling to do with both hisusgoand
boss at the end of deer season, he didn’t manghiattime as efficiently as he could have. Liksayif he
feels completely rested as deer season comes kose, tie didn’t sacrifice nearly enough sleep for t
cause.”

What deer hunter would not like to be more succéssf hunting deer? The truth is that sometimes
success comes at a price that is higher than on#lirsg to pay. Some hunters are not as succéssfdeer
hunting as they could be because they consider tiimgs (like their job and their family) more imgant
than hunting. Some are not more successful bedaegeare not willing to sacrifice any more slebprt
they are already sacrificing. The truth is, umtile makes hunting more of a priority and is willitay
sacrifice more things for the cause, he is notgtinbe any more successful than he currently is.

What sincere Christian would not like to be morecassful in the Lord’s service? The truth is that
sometimes success comes at a price that is higherane is willing to pay. The truth is, until omakes
serving the Lord more of a priority and is willibg sacrifice more things for the cause, he is mingto be
any more successful than he currently is. That maglve letting your boss know that there are aert
times you cannot work because of more importantrmiments, such as assembling with the saints to
worship God. That may mean letting family membersw that there are some times you will not be #ble
be with them because you will be with your spirittzanily. It may also mean sacrificing sleep sayman
get up early enough to study your Bible and praipieework and/or staying up late enough to studyg an
pray before bed. Jesus sdidlnyone who loves his father or mother more than isl@ot worthy of Me;
anyone who loves his son or daughter more thandMiesi worthy of Megvb://0/anchor/38nd anyone who
does not take his cross and follow Me is not woaothlyle” (Matt 10:37-38).

God told Joshu&Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to ohkyhe law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the tlefthat you may be successful wherever you
go.qgvb://0/anchor/Po not let this Book of the Law depart from youthg meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything writtent.iThen you will be prosperous and successfidshua
1:7-8). For Christians to truly be successful, we mustfully committed to obeying all that the Lord
requires of us, with no wavering. We must meditig and night on His word and carefully do allttiha
says. The truth is that until we are that commditie Him we will not be as successful as we could a
should be. How successful are you willing to be?




“"Children, Obey Your Parents”

Troy Nicholson

Children, this article is especially for you. Yésgven applies to you who are teenagers — ever ismr
than to those who are younger. It applies to tlafsgou who are old enough to reason yet are Iatitig
under your parents’ oversight. Ephesians 6:1-3 God commands you to “obey your parents,” and I4e al
gives you three reasons to do so.

“For this is right.” When your parents tell you to do or not to do sthring, then God says to obey
them because it is the right thing to do. Whileréhmay be times that an explanation may be beakfior
why they have told you something, your parentsnarterequired to always try to explain why they teu
everything. It ought to be enough of an explamatihen God says to obey them because it is rijiyour
parents tell you something as simple as to takelmitrash, then God says to do it because iteigitiht
thing to do.

If it is right to obey your parents, then it is wgpto disobey them. Disobeying parents is listexbrag
such sins thdtought not to be done’as“murder, strife, deceit and malice,and God says thathose who
do such things deserve deatfRomans 1:28-32). Under the old law those who disobeyed parest® put
to death Deut 21:18-21). God does not take disobedience lightly, antheeishould you.

“That it may go well with you.” Sometimes you may feel like your parents are idieygr you of a
quality life with some of the things they requireyou. The opposite is actually true. While yoaymot
want to admit it or even believe it, your parenédr more wisdom than you. They have a better adea
what is good and what is bad for you than you ¥éll the wicked sometimes prosper? Y&sdlm 73:3),
but it is the exception instead of the rule. uywant things to go well with you in life, then ghbgour
parents. Too many children learn this lesson thel tway by doing something in disobedience that
negatively alters the rest of their lives. Doilv€ among that number.

“That you may live long on the earth.”What does this mean? Exactly what it says.sE@ns would
not listen to him, and they ended up dead as dtr@is@amuel 2-4). A recent article inThe Tennessean
dealt with an accident that left two teens deddegan by saying, “The teenagers were out wayqatw
and they were disobeying their parents,...” Thefatapr of the boy who died said, “I have one thitgs
say. Kids should listen to their parents. If Paxhad listened to us, we wouldn’t be out here glaumat
we’re doing.”

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for thssright...that it may go well with you and that yoay
live long on the earth.”

“You are great and do marvelous deeds; You alome@od.” — Psalm
86:10



Family News

Dorothy Davis, Troy’s grandmother, is in CCU at Maury Regional Hospital in Columbia. She has been on a ventilator
since Thursday, but is some better.
Tiwana Ellis, who has visited with, has MD.
Elmo Ferrell is doing better since the increase in medicine. He is having some back and leg pain and will return to the
doctor soon.
Sandlyn Fultz is doing very well. She returned to school this past week.
Nathan Fultz is doing well. After examining his last MRI they consider his tumor to be stable at this point and not
growing. If nothing changes they will wait until May or June to perform another MRI.
Jimmy Hunt had some heart tests last week. He should get results this week.
Robert Hunt has colon cancer (we help support his son Gary (NY NY)). He is scheduled for surgery this Wednesday.
Sandra Hunt went to the pain clinic this past week. She received injections in her spine to relieve her pain. So far they
have not helped. She is scheduled for two treatments a week for three weeks.
John Jenkins, Robert's father, has had less pain recently. He is scheduled for another round of chemotherapy this
week.
Becky Newman, we help support her husband Fred (Slovakia), has been sick.
Cotton Read is now doing better.
Laura Reed remains about the same.
Remember Dustin Simpson as he continues to serve in the Navy. You can write him at (please use four lines):

MM3 SIMPSON, DUSTIN USS Enterprise CVN-65 Box 44 FPO AE 09543-2810
Georgia Taylor continues to not do very well.
Remember the Christians in Vietnam while Allen is here.
Ame White returned home from Vanderbilt MC Monday afternoon. She is doing well this weekend.
Robert Wray still suffers from many dizzy spells and is weak.
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18).


mailto:troyjenn@intergate.com

	38
	9

