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The New Year
Walter E. Isenhour

The New Year comes, the old year goes, and thyswveey on.
'Tis but a little while we know till we sii all be gone.

How swiftly pass the years along, yet silently aodk;
And none can but a little while the strafrlife endure.

How careful then ought we to live and to the ssiaty,
For we shall never pass again this wdif@ive know!

While many are the sad mistakes we’ve made in dagg by,
Let's bury now the bitter past and loa@kvard things more
high.

Our Father’s ready to forgive and make us greatgaad,
If we but do His will divine as everywleare should.

Why not resolve to make this year of all the vesgto
By doing well our duty here that otheraynbe blest?

We may not gain so much of wealth, but what isdvédttr,
Is just to know our record’s clean when we shaiksrthe bar.

Radad et oad s d el gt

Preacher’s point - Here we are in another yeasolme ways it seems like just yesterday that wetbad
remember to write 2005 on everything instead of42@Mhd now we have to remember to write 2006. How
time flies!

We need to regularly examine and test ourselveseéowhere we starith the faith” (2 Corinthians
13:5), and the beginning of a new year serves as ood gime for such soul-searching. As you look back
and reflect on the past year, in what ways havegrown spiritually? Are you closer to or farthavay
from God and your fellow brethren? How have yoaraed?

Also, we need to always make sure that we are psopespared for the new year. What preparations
are you making for the year ahead? In what waygodohope to improve by the end of the new yead, -an
just as important - what steps are you taking novachieve those goals? Are you preparingpt@ss
toward the goal to win the prize for which God ltadled (us) heavenward in Christ JesugPhilippians
3:14)? Now is the time.

Have a blessed new yed §tthew 5:3-12)!



A New Year
Everett Hardin

The new year ahead will be like every other yeat tftas ever been. It will repeat cycles that arduwries old.
There will be the ageless round of days and seasbhere will be the births and deaths, joy andaer There will
be triumphs and defeats, honor and shame. Solerisatly perceived this trutliThat which has been is what will be,
that which is done is what will be done, and themeothing new under the surEccl 1:9).

Even so, the new year ahead will be unique, aasgplget of events that have never before takere@ad
that can never happen again. As long as the viesid, there will never again be exactly the saomelination
of circumstances. Never again will we be ableg® things from exactly the same viewpoint we enlijoy year.
Doors will be open that have been shut and willendae opened again.

Because of the one-time opportunities the nextievetonths will bring, the new year will be what wake
of it. The Scriptures counsel us‘t@deem the time”carefully Eph 5:16). We may jest about “New Year's
resolutions,” but without resolve the new year Wwél less than it should be. We ought to rise eartywork late
(working at the right things, of course — TN), tirad the year's moments into worthwhile achieversenthe
unique value of the coming year will be damagealdffail to act energetically. This year is oursltowith as we
will.

Even so, the true value of the new year consistghat_ Godwill make of it and not we. Ultimately, we are
able to speak and act for good because of theayrsioeéss of God. Honor for the new year’s accoimplents
should be His.“As each one has received a gift, minister it te@another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak@®tacles of God. If anyone ministers, let himtds with the
ability which God supplies, that in all things Gathy be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom bglthe
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Am¢hPet 4:10-11).

A year is not much time, really. Before we aredggat will be this time next year. When that tirakall
have come, what will be our memories of the ye@® wish, from our house to yours, is that you mayfirst
things first all throughout this year; and that whieis done you may have grown, with God’s hegpydrd Him
in many ways. May you walk withlim and live forHim!

“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for merty- Psalm 86:6



Family News

Bonnie Sue Brown has been sick for the last few weeks. She has been to the doctor but so far has not improved
much.

Mary Burnett is scheduled to move back to her old home (182 Rebecca Drive) this Tuesday. She is looking forward to
it! FYI: A relative will be living with her.

Sandlyn Fultz had surgery two Wednesdays ago. It went well and everything went well for the first week. However,
last Wednesday she was readmitted to the hospital with all the symptoms of meningitis. So far she has responded well
to the antibiotic regimen. She is feeling much better. She will probably remain in the hospital for at least all of this week.
There is a new report from Gary Hunt (NY NY) in the back of the auditorium.

There is a new report from Bob Nichols (Japan) in the back of the auditorium.

Cotton & Nancy Read have been sick this past week but are better.

Laura Reed remains about the same.

Georgia Taylor has a new roommate.

Ame White had surgery three weeks ago. It went well, but the recovery has not gone as well and she still has a long
recovery ahead.

Robert Wray remains about the same.

Out of town, traveling, or visiting: John Hunt (LA later this week) Jennifer Nicholson and children (in AL to take care of
sick family)
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18).
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