
 

The Lakeview Lamp 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” - Psalm 119:105 

November 20, 2005 
 

 
 
 

God Doesn’t Look at Things Like We Do 
Jarrod Jacobs, edited 

The above may seem obvious to some, but I would suggest that many do not understand that God does 
not look at things like men do. In I Samuel 16:1-13, we find that the one God chose to reign in Saul’s place, 
and the one Samuel thought ought to reign, were two different people! When Samuel was sent to anoint the 
new king, it wasn’t Eliab (v. 6-7), nor Abinidab (v. 8), nor Shammah (v. 9-10)! God had chosen David, the 
youngest son of Jesse as king (v. 11).  Was there anything necessarily wrong with the other sons? Not from a 
physical standpoint, perhaps (v. 7), but God was not looking upon mere appearances, but upon the heart (v. 
7)! In this case, He chose David to ascend the throne and rule Israel. 

We need to appreciate the fact that God is not a man, nor the son of a man. He is not flesh and blood (Jn. 
4:24). He does not dwell in finite dwellings (Acts 17:24). He is wiser than the wisest man (I Cor. 1:25; 
Rom. 11:33-36). Therefore, He does not see things, nor do things as men would! “For his eyes are upon the 
ways of man, and he seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of 
iniquity may hide themselves” (Job 34:21-22). When we understand this, we will not want to fight against 
the commands of God but will lovingly do them, knowing that they are for our benefit and have been given 
to us by an all-powerful, all-wise, holy God! 

Let us consider some areas in which God does not see things like men do, and then let us acquire the 
attitude of God. 

God Does Not See Sin As Men Do. 

Many treat sin as some kind of joke (Prov. 14:9). Sometimes, men ignore sin as if it were a non-existent 
thing. Or, as something that is only reserved for “bad” things. (ex: murder, incest, adultery) Some see sin as 
such a heinous thing that one can pass his sins on to his children. 

How does God see sin? God defines sin as a transgression of His law (I Jn. 3:4). It is also an omission of 
God’s law (Jas. 4:17). Any sin of which one may be guilty results in the same thing – death (Jas. 1:14-15; 
Rom. 6:23). God calls sin a stain (Isa. 1:18). He also calls it a master (Jn. 8:34). At the same time, sin is the 
responsibility of the individual and cannot be passed on to others (Ezek. 18:4; Col. 3:25).  Sin is such an 
awful thing that He sent His Son to die that men might have the remission (forgiveness) of sins (Matt. 20:28, 
26:26-28; Heb. 2:9; I Tim. 1:15; Jn. 3:16). Knowing what God thinks of sin, we need to flee from evil 
desires and temptations which can bring about sin (II Tim. 2:22; I Pet. 2:11). 

God Does Not See His Church As Men Do. 

A popular saying these days is, “Choose the church of your choice.” Others say they do not believe in 
“organized religion,” but in a “personal experience.” In other words, they determine what is right based upon 
what they feel. Some say that all religions are correct and have something to offer. I remember watching one 
so-called “preacher” on TV say he was thankful to God for all the denominations in this world. 



When we see the church the way God sees her, we’ll see the necessity for doctrinal purity (Titus 2:1, 8), 
and the need for DEMANDING (not merely tolerating) that sound doctrine be preached, both “publicly and 
from house to house” (Acts 20:20).  When see the church the way God sees her, we’ll appreciate the comfort 
and togetherness which is provided in the church (Heb. 10:22-24). We’re brothers and sisters together in 
Christ (Rom. 8:16-17), and this ought to draw us closer together, seeing that we are fighting a war with the 
world. When we see the church the way God sees her, we’ll see how important it is to keep the church 
(ourselves) pure (I Tim. 5:22; I Cor. 5:7; II Thess. 3:6). This is why local congregations need to be 
scripturally organized that we might be what God wants us to be (Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 3:1-13; Tit. 1:5-9). This 
is what God sees. What do we see?? 

God Does Not See Life In General As Men Do. 

Many men look at life as a time to “live it up!” Some give the advice to “Grab all the gusto you can!” As 
an example of how common this attitude is, a while back, I saw a T-shirt which had written on it: “The one 
who dies with the most toys, wins.” Short-sighted men think that one can do everything he/she wants to, and 
then, at a later time, settle down and maybe choose your own church, or whatever you wish to do.  Some do 
not consider life a gift or precious at all, and advocate taking the lives of unborn babies, old people, the 
terminally ill, and others. 

God sees life as a time of preparation for eternity. Solomon said the “whole duty of man” is to “fear God 
and keep his commandments” (Ecc. 12:13-14). It is temporary, and brief at its longest (Ps. 90:9-10; I Jn. 
2:17). Life must be a time of moral purity. Paul told Timothy to “keep thyself pure” (I Tim. 5:22). Later, he 
would tell Timothy to flee such things as teaching false things, pride, perverse disputings, corrupt minds, 
covetousness, and youthful lusts (I Tim. 6:3-11; II Tim. 2:22). The Corinthians were told to “flee 
fornication” and idolatry (I Cor. 6:18, 10:14). This is necessary in order to be morally pure in the sight of 
God.  God looks at this earth-life as a time of getting your priorities straight. Jesus said, “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). It is a 
time of living as a Christian (Rev. 2:10), and a time of happiness and wholesome fun (Ecc. 11:9-10; Phil. 
4:4). In addition to this, it is this earth-life that God views as a time for marriage, and family (Matt. 19:4-6, 
22:30; Eph. 5:22-6:4; Heb. 13:4). 

When we look at things through God’s eyes, we see it in a whole new way, don’t we? Let us not waste 
our life, but let us live it in the best way by being His child. Let us have the mind of our Lord, and live in a 
way that pleases Him so that we might see Heaven one day! 

 
 

 

“Righteousness will go before Him and will make His footsteps into a 
way.” – Psalm 85:13 

 
 

 
 
 



Family News 
Neil Barker, Sandy Heyboer’s father, remains in St. Thomas hospital in special care unit.  He has had a bad week, but 
has been doing some better lately.  He has been losing blood because of histoplasmosis in his intestine.  This is difficult 
to treat, but they are now giving him an antibiotic through an IV. 

Virginia Bryant is having more pain as the pain shot wears off.  She will not receive another pain shot until May. 

Quinton Coppage continues to not do very well. 

Nancy Fields, Saundra Boyd’s cousin, has had a relapse of cancer.  She is taking chemotherapy and radium.  

Sandlyn Fultz, who used to attend here, is in a great amount of pain from a tumor that is laying against the lower part of 
her spinal cord.  They will probably perform surgery soon.  There is no way to overstate how complicated, difficult, and 
risky this surgery will be. 

Sandra Hunt continues to not do very well.  On the Monday after Thanksgiving, she is scheduled to have a bone density 
test and some x-rays. 

John Jenkins, Robert’s father, has lung cancer and continues treatment. 

Al Johnson, Bob’s father, remains in Skyline.  He has been very sick, but is now doing better.  He has started 
rehabilitation in preparation for going home this Wednesday (hopefully). 

Debbie Kelley moves back to Delaware this Friday. 

Allen Malone remains in Vietnam.  There is a new report from him in the back of the auditorium.  Dong is the member 
there who has cancer.  He has completed the initial radiation treatments and things look good.  He will soon have some 
scans.  Other treatments have now started. 

Corinne Mayo, who used to be a member here, has cancer.  

Nancy Read had a bad week, but is doing better this weekend. 

Darrell Shaw, a member of the church in Indiana where the Nicholson’s used to worship, is having open heart surgery 
Wednesday. 

Remember Dustin Simpson who continues to serve in the Navy. 
Fred Wenger, Teddy’s father, remains in Brandywood.  He is not doing well. 

Ame White is scheduled to have surgery on December 12th for two things. 

Robert Wray is about the same.  He has a doctor’s appointment on Tuesday. 

Out of town, traveling, or visiting:  Bonnie Sue Brown (AM only) 
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18). 
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