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Good Singing!? 
Glen Young 

There was a woman who spent some months serving as a missionary in South Africa. On her final visit to 
a remote township she attended a medical clinic. As the Zulu women there began to sing together, she found 
herself deeply moved by their hauntingly beautiful harmonies. She wanted to always remember this moment, 
a moment that she intended to share with friends when she arrived home. With tears flowing down her 
cheeks, she turned to her interpreter and asked, “Can you please tell me the translation of the words to this 
song?” Her interpreter looked at her and solemnly replied, “If you boil the water, you won’t get dysentery.” 

I do not believe there is anything inherently wrong with singing in four-part harmony. To be stirred by 
the harmony of human voices can and does stir us to greater heights of praise. Members of local churches 
should work diligently to develop their singing skills. A congregation that is content with status quo singing 
and will not use those aids (singing schools, pitch pipe, etc.) that will improve its singing is less than it could 
be in its service to the Lord.  

Having said that, I believe there is the real danger among us of getting caught-up with how a song sounds 
and not what it says. How many times have we been guilty of being moved emotionally without being aware 
of the meaning of the words we were singing?  

Paul said, “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Corinthians 14:15). It is important for 
the one who leads our prayers to speak out so all can understand his words and say Amen. It is equally 
important for all who sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to consider the words carefully that they sing. 
The melody may be beautiful, and the harmony of the singers may bring tears to the eyes, but it is the lyrics 
that give our songs meaning.  

“Speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19). Christians are to speak to one another. It is impossible to speak, 
as Paul uses it here, to one another if we do not consider what we are saying and what is being said to us.  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God” (Colossians 3:16). 
Further, the speaking we are to do is to teach and admonish one another. This is only accomplished when we 
use songs with words that convey sound biblical doctrine. I do not believe we should dissect every word of 
every song. There is such a thing as “poetic license.” However, we must give due consideration to what we 
sing.  

What stirs you about a song? Is it the teaching it contains? Or, is it the sound of the song because it 
touches you emotionally? The next time you are tempted to criticize the singing, think on these things. 

 

 



 

“Sumner Deaths” 
Troy Nicholson 

The local papers in the area have a section called “Sumner Deaths” in which they list the county’s 
obituaries for the week.  In the last month and a half I have noted the ages of those listed there on four 
occasions.  The ages were as follows: 93, 86, 81, 72, 64, 61, 58, 56, 55, 49, 45, 41, 35, 28, 18, and eight 
months. These ages do not miss any of us by more than a few years.  May this be a reminder of the fact that 
“you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14-15).  You could be the next one listed.  Are you ready? 
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“My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD!” – 
Psalm 84:2a 

 
 
 
 
 



Family News 
Mary Burnett has been doing better recently. 

Quinton Coppage remains about the same.  He is not able to be out much. 

Nancy Dye, Fran Picken’s daughter, had a stroke.  She remains at home. 

Nell Ferrell remains at NHC in room # 202.  Recently, she has been eating and talking more.  She has also been up 
more.  Remember Elmo who spends most of every day with her. 

Dot Gourley, Nancy Read’s 77-year-old sister, went home (to her daughter’s) from the hospital yesterday.  She is still 
recovering from a broken hip and hip surgery.  She is receiving therapy three days a week at home.  She still needs to 
eventually have heart surgery but it will be some time before she does. 

Laura Hindsley, Nancy Read’s 87-year-old sister, had stomach surgery two Tuesdays ago.  She is at home and 
continues to improve. 

Kathy Hollingsworth, Joyce Werner’s niece, had a stroke in June.  She remains unable to talk well.  She continues 
rehabilitation.  You can send cards to her at: Room 90, Plummely Rehabilitation Center, Paris  TN    38242 

Sandra Hunt returns to the foot doctor on Thursday.  They will decide at that time when to perform ankle surgery (to 
remove some nuts and bolts that are there from a previous injury/surgery).  She still has other health problems. 

Alvin “John” Jenkins, Robert’s father, has lung cancer.  He is weak and lacks energy.  He has a doctor’s appointment 
tomorrow. 

Richard Jones, the Boyd’s neighbor, has advanced cancer. 

Remember Debbie Kelley who remains at Brandywood in Gallatin. 

There is a new report from Allen Malone in the back of the auditorium.  Allen leaves for Vietnam this Tuesday. 

Laura Reed remains about the same.  She is not able to be out much. 

Remember Dustin Simpson who continues to serve in the Navy.  He remains in training.  Contact him at:  91 Quevic 
Drive; Saratoga Springs, NY  12866 
Brad Stubblefield has a kidney biopsy scheduled on Monday August 22nd. 

Georgia Taylor is about the same. 

Robert Wray remains about the same. 

Out of town, traveling, or visiting:  Bansemers (KY); Virginia Bryant (Memphis); Robert & Candy Jenkins; Malones; 
Stubblefields; Wootons (Turkey) 
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"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks" (1 Thes 5:16-18). 
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