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Tim and the Car
Rodney Pitts

When | was in high school, there was a fellow | knew named Tim.
Although Tim was not one of my close friends, we did have mutual friends
and associated from time to time. Now, in the mind of a teenager, one of
the greatest things you could own is a car. And, Tim was no different than
any other teenager in his estimation of the value of a car. So, one day
when Tim came to school really excited, we soon learned he had just
bought his first car. After school we all got a glimpse of this new wonder,
which turned out to be a 1967 or 68, Dodge “Humongous” (or something
like that). This thing was probably the first automobile to be called a
“‘boat” Man, it was big, dark green, and in dire need of paint and body
work.

Of course, this did not dampen Tim’s excitement. | believe | remember
that over the next few weeks, he began to sand, bondo, and prime the
rusty spots. Before long it looked like he was camouflaging it for military
action. The thing that stands out to me, however, is that one day Tim
came in and said that the car was now ready to paint. He went on to say
that he was first going to prime the whole car. And, if the primer coat
ended up looking all right, rather than going on and painting it, he was
going to wax it and leave it! Can you imagine that? After doing all that
work to get it ready to paint, then just waxing the primer and leaving it
gray? | can’t, but Tim saw no problem with it.

As funny as Tim’s actions still seem to me, | now realize that Christians
often follow the same path. Yes, remember the excitement surrounding
your obedience to the gospel — the exhilaration of being raised up from
the waters of baptism to walk“in newness of life’(Rom. 6:3-4)! Remember
how important reading, studying, and growing in Christ were in those



early years. You wanted to know the answers, didn’t you? But, how many
of us here must now admit that after we had taken the proper steps
toward salvation and begun to prepare our lives for service to God, both
publicly in the church (i.e., as teachers, etc.) and privately (i.e., as
personal workers, etc.), have chosen the much easier route of the “status
quo”? Rather than making the needed, continual, effort to grow in Christ
and receive the true joy and fulfillment waiting for those who are
committed, we have proverbially settled for “waxing the primer” and being
happy with a job half done (2 Pet. 3:17-18).

We all need to be reminded of the blessings of‘life and godliness”and
the“precious promises”found in Christ (2 Pet. 1:3-4). These blessings
should motivate us to show diligence in making our call and election sure
by adding to our faith virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance,
godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter 1:5-7). For, brethren,
Peter goes on to say that“if these things are yours and abound, you will
be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ...Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:8-11).

“‘But as for me, my prayer is to You, O Lord, in the acceptable time; O
God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear me in the truth of Your
salvation.”—Psalm 69:13

Two More Weeks!
Troy Nicholson

Our gospel meeting begins in just two more weeks! Are you excited about
it? Are you getting ready for it?

Rodney Pitts, from Cookeville, will be doing the preaching during our
meeting. Today, along with the next two weeks, the bulletin will feature
articles he has written. These articles will serve as “appetizers” of his



teaching, allowing us to in a sense get acquainted with him before his
arrival. Speaking of appetizers, don’t forget to sign the meal list to help
feed Rodney while he is here.

You have probably already noticed that this bulletin contains a flyer about
the meeting. It is not for you to keep! It is for you to give to someone else
who would benefit from being here for the meeting. There are more flyers
in the back, so feel free to pick up more to give to others and keep for
yourself.

If you are not already doing so, start praying for the meeting. Pray for all
those — members and nonmembers alike — who need to be here. Pray
for Rodney to ably prepare and present the lessons. Pray for us as
hearers that we will make the proper application of the lessons. Pray that
God will receive the glory in all things associated with the week.

See you at the meeting!
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"This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it"
(Psalm 118:24).



