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Where Are My Priorities?
Jim Mickells 

“It was a 99° September day in San Antonio, when a 10-month-old baby 
girl was accidentally locked inside a parked car by her aunt. Frantically 
the mother and the aunt ran around the auto in near hysteria, while a 
neighbor attempted to unlock the car with a clothes hanger. Soon the 
infant was turning purple and had foam on her mouth.

“It had become a life-or-death situation when Fred Arriola, a wrecker 
driver, arrived on the scene. He grabbed a hammer and smashed the 
back window of the car to set her free. Was he heralded a hero? ‘The 
lady was mad at me because I broke the window, ‘Arriola reported. ‘I just 
thought, What’s more important- the baby or the window?’

“Most questions of priority are not between something important and 
something trivial; rather, between the important and the most important.” 
(Taken from Illustrations for Preaching & Teaching)

This story illustrates one who failed miserably to distinguish between what 
was truly important and something that was relatively immaterial. As 
Christians, we must make sure that our priorities are in the right order as 
well. Do we put the Lord first at all times? Many place Him first some of 
the time, but not all of the time. If we fail to have our spiritual priorities 
right, the results will be disastrous; we will lose our souls.

Notice a few of the passages in the Bible that teach us about our 
priorities.

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 



who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 
10:37).

“Then He said to another, ‘Follow Me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go 
and bury my father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, 
but you go and preach the kingdom of God.’ And another also said, ‘Lord, 
I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my 
house.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God’” (Luke 9:59-62).

“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, 
son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Feed My lambs’” (John 
21:15).

Do we really put the Lord first in our lives? Is He our number one priority? 
If He is, there will be certain things obvious about the way we live.

Attendance.We will be present at all of the assembles (Heb. 10:25). 
Sunday night worship and Wednesday night Bible study are very 
important to those who really love the Lord. When it is time to assemble, 
those who value their relationship with God are always going to be there.

Studying.If our priorities are right, we will spend several hours each week 
meditating upon the word of God (Ps. 1:2). It is not hard to see what we 
value. Do you spend more in studying the Bible or watching TV? Do you 
read the paper from cover to cover each day, yet fail to spend an 
adequate amount of time reading the Scriptures? Answer these questions 
truthfully and you will see what is really important to you.

Giving.I have heard brethren say that we need to give until it hurts. The 
Bible teaches no such thing. It does tell us to give as we have prospered, 
not grudgingly nor of necessity but cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:6-7). If under the 
Old Law the Jews gave 10%, should we not at least give back to the Lord 
as much as they gave? If our priorities are right, giving as we have 
prospered will be no problem.

Visiting. All of us are busy each day. We get up each morning and head 
out to our jobs, returning in the evening tired from working all day. It is so 
easy to just relax and never call nor visit someone who is sick in the 



hospital or the weak Christian who has been missing services. Those who 
are devoted to the cause of Christ will exert the energy and find the time 
to make that call or visit (Matt. 25:31-46).

Where have you placed your priorities? If you have put the Lord first, 
notice the promise that He has made.“So Jesus answered and said, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and 
the gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this 
time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life” (Mark 
10:29-30).
 

“But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God; yes, let them 
rejoice exceedingly.”—Psalm 68:3
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"This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it" 
(Psalm 118:24)


